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PREFACE 


At a meeting of the Council of the Biological Society of Washing- 
ton February 17, 1923, it was agreed that an index to the thirty- 
five volumes of the Proceedings (1880 to 1922, inclusive) was highly 
desirable. From the discussion resulting it became evident that 
although a detailed index would best serve the purpose in view, the 
amount of labor involved would be very great and the manuscript 
itself too extensive to permit publication by the Society under 
present circumstances. It was accordingly voted that an ‘author 
index,” supplemented by a subject index to the extent of grouping 
authors under classes, would probably come within the means of 
the Society and at the same time prove very useful. A committee 
was appointed by President A. 8. Hitchcock, consisting of William 
R. Maxon, Chairman, Theodore S. Palmer, and Frederick C. Lincoln, 
and authorized to prepare a manuscript of this character for the 
consideration of the Council. As it was obviously impracticable 
to apportion the work among the members of the committee, the 
writer himself undertook the initial preparation of copy. Further 
work was shared by all members of the committee. 

The method of preparation has been as follows: The yearly index 
for each volume was carefully scanned and alphabetical lists were 
prepared under the various class headings, “Birds,” “Plants,” etc. 
Two copies of each available volume index were then cut up. In 
the case of volumes I, II, and III, which either were very rare or 
carried indexes of an entirely different character, the titles were 
copied on small slips, which later were trimmed down as small as 
possible. The result was an accumulation of thousands of slips. 
These were then arranged and pasted on sheets in alphabetical 
and chronological sequence. 

In selecting the class groupings it was impracticable to subdivide 
as completely as desired, inasmuch as the subject matter of the 
thirty-five volumes relates to almost every field of natural science. 
The terms “Insects, “Invertebrates,” and “Plants” should there- 
fore be considered in their broadest sense. Under “Miscellaneous” 
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are included communications or papers on chemical, philosophical, 
mechanical, or other subjects, the titles not being sufficiently num- 
erous to jamie their grouping separately. 

In order that the work may have a maximum value, the full names 
of authors have been given in so far as possible, these and other 
biographical data having been furnished by Dr. Theodore S. Palmer. 
The list of past officers of the Society has an historical value that 
it is believed will be of service and interest to all. 

In conclusion the writer wishes to acknowledge the painstaking 
assistance of his wife, Lulu M. Lincoln, in preparing and arranging 
the thousands of tiny slips, many of them carrying but a single 
line of six or eight-point type. 

FREDERICK C. LINCOLN. 

Biological Survey, 

Washington, D. C., 

January 21, 1924. 
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